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HEALTHCARE
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party has a
strong tradition of health advocacy and is in the
forefront of efforts to establish effective policies to
protect, maintain, and improve the health of all of
Florida's residents; and
WHEREAS, the Democratic Party in Florida and
the nation has a tradition of championing efforts to
establish effective policies and programs that protect
and enhance health care delivery to families and
children; and
WHEREAS, a society will be judged by how it
provides for the health needs of all individuals; and
WHEREAS, over 2.7 million Floridians currently
are uninsured and many hundreds of thousands more
are underinsured, with those figures at risk of rising
rapidly as a result of job losses and employers
reducing or terminating benefits; and
WHEREAS, those who are employed or are family
members of those who are employed constitute 75%
of the uninsured; and
WHEREAS, in 1994 Florida's health care costs
reached $47 billion, which is more than $3,300 per
person, and are expected to reach $90 billion by the
year 2000, which is $5,520 per person; and
WHEREAS, many middle class families can no
longer afford rising health care costs; and
WHEREAS, many Floridians have lost their life
savings and homes because of ever mounting medical
bills they could not afford to pay; and
WHEREAS, many individuals are excluded from
health care programs because of pre-existing
conditions and do not qualify for long-term and
catastrophic health care plans; and
WHEREAS, there is a need for insurance reform to
revise health care financing structures to reduce
administrative and marketing costs while maintaining
high quality and affordable rates; and
WHEREAS, we must assess the efficiency and cost
effectiveness of many of our medical procedures to
assure quality control, but not at the risk of the
patient, regardless of age, condition, or economic
status; and
WHEREAS, the number of Medicare eligible
citizens in Florida is expected to increase by 50% from two million to slightly more than three million by the year 2000, and one in five Medicare eligible
citizens is in need of ongoing health care and social
service programs; and
WHEREAS, proposed federal changes in the
Medicare program for senior citizens and the
Medicaid program for the poor threaten the health of
Florida's citizens of all ages and the financial
resources and the overall economy of the State of
Florida; and
WHEREAS, early pre-natal care can significantly
reduce infant mortality as well as illnesses and
disabilities in young children; and
WHEREAS, preventive care such as "well baby"
programs and early intervention produce healthier
children and are more cost efficient in the long term;
and
WHEREAS, there are increasing instances of
contagious and infectious diseases, many of which
can be controlled or prevented, threatening our
society; and
WHEREAS, fewer than one third of Florida's
children have had recommended immunization by the
age of three years; and
WHEREAS, a healthful society can only be
maintained in a healthy environment; and
WHEREAS, individuals should assume ultimate
responsibility for their health and health care;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that
the Florida Democratic Party supports the
maintenance and enhancement of a comprehensive

plan of delivery and financing of health care services
that provides for universal access and containment of
costs; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports insurance reform to revise
health care financing structures to reduce
administrative and marketing costs while maintaining
high quality and affordable rates; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports reform in insurance
contract language that discriminates against anyone
in need of medical care because of a pre-existing
condition; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports collaborative programs
which reduce and contain health care costs, which
benefits health care consumers as well as providers;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party urges Congress and the
Administration to join with the states in partnership
to provide Medicaid funds to the states based upon a
fair distribution to each state consistent with a state's
changing demographics; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the establishment and
enforcement of standards regarding managed care
providers and long term care facilities; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports programs which allow
citizens to make individual choices concerning their
health care; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports programs to improve the
quality of life for our elderly citizens by promoting
improved provision of services with an emphasis on
independence and self-sufficiency; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party encourages increased state and
federal support and research in areas such as
Alzheimer's Disease, AIDS, and mental health; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports education, nutrition, and
health programs that meet the unique needs of
parents and their children; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party continue to support reduction of
infant mortality and morbidity through health care
reforms that ensure accessible, affordable, quality
pre-natal care, counseling and delivery and
continuing legislatively mandated maternity benefits
in health insurance policies sold in Florida; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports widespread availability of
immunizations as well as educational initiatives and
state and federal research designed to eradicate
infectious and contagious diseases; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports efforts to ensure adequate
health care for employees of corporations contracting
for projects with state and local governments; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that every effort
must be made to remediate pollution of Florida's air,
water, and food supply and to encourage sustainable
methods of maintaining a healthy environment for
Florida's citizens; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports a policy of access to
quality, affordable health care for all Florida
residents and the encouragement of healthy lifestyles.

EDUCATION
WHEREAS, free and universal public education is u
fundamental aspect of a democratic society; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party has
continually fostered high ideals and standards for the

education of our children, and through Democratic
elected officials has taken the bold initiative to make
these ideals and standards a reality; and
WHEREAS, the State of Florida continues to face
the challenges of rapid growth, over-crowded
schools, high illiteracy and drop-out rates, cultural
diversification, and unprecedented influx of
immigrants without adequate financial support to
meet the diverse needs of this population; and
WHEREAS, public education is the strongest
deterrent to crime; and
WHEREAS, the quality of education has a decisive
impact on the economic prosperity and overall
quality of life of individual Floridians and Florida's
communities as a whole; and
WHEREAS, support of public education is a shared
responsibility among the federal, state, and local
governments with the cooperation of the private
sector; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that
the Florida Democratic Party recognizes the
important partnership among the local, state, and
federal governments in supporting public education
and the role of the federal Department of Education
in providing for the needs of at-risk students and in
providing adequate funding for federal mandates; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party encourages the Legislature to
restore any revenue cuts made in recent years and use
1990 as a base for funding future school years,
recognizing that a stable, balanced and equitable tax
base must be established to fund Florida's system of
public education; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party strongly urges the Legislature to
adopt a plan to phase-in a restoration of state general
revenue for public education to its pre-lottery level so
that lottery dollars can be used for their original
purpose, which is program enhancement, with all
district lottery funds being used at the discretion of
the districts and schools; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports programs designed to
ensure an adequate supply of quality teachers with
special emphasis on the recruitment of teachers from
the under-represented segments of the community;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the promotion of teaching
as a profession through the matching of the national
upper quartile for teachers' salaries, the enhancement
of professional development with high standards, and
increased teacher participation in decision-making at
all levels; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party advocates providing all Florida
children with a head start and a healthy start by
supporting the continued expansion of prekindergarten for all three and four year olds; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party endorses the development and
implementation of diverse programs to meet the
needs of all Florida students; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the education of all
students in the importance of individual and civic
responsibility; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party believes that all academically
qualified students should have access to our state
university and community college systems, with state
and federal financial assistance as needed; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party continues its support of school
improvement and accountability (Blueprint 2000) as
the needed catalyst to revitalize our educational
system and recognizes that this change can only
occur with training and participation by parents,

teachers, educational support personnel, students,
business people, and administrators; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the removal of state and
local bureaucratic barriers to allow parents, teachers,
educational support personnel, and administrators at
the school level, who best understand the needs of
their students, to make decisions creating the best
educational opportunities for their students; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports and encourages a
successful partnership among all stakeholders who
are committed to responsible education; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party maintains that schools must be
made available for adult education for all community
members; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party encourages the recognition by all
of Florida's citizens of the need to expand and
incorporate the role of public education into the
whole of our society in order to secure and enhance
equal access to educational opportunity for all
Floridians.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party reaffirms
its traditional commitment to a strong and efficient
criminal justice system and the fundamental right of
all Floridians to live and work in safe communities free from fear, violence and intimidation in the
exercise of their rights as Americans - as
demonstrated by our creation of the Department of
Juvenile Justice and our expansion of the prison
system; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party believes
that the fundamental objectives of our criminal
justice system are the swift and certain punishment of
the guilty; prompt, painless acquittal of the innocent;
and compensation and protection for victims; and
WHEREAS, endless delays, trial continuances and
languishing appeals have aggravated an already
overworked system; and
WHEREAS, such delays have frustrated fair and
effective prosecution of criminals; and
WHEREAS, trafficking in illegal substances
remains a major obstacle to the eradication of drug
abuse among all Americans; and
WHEREAS, intervention and prevention programs
can successfully divert young people from a life of
crime;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that
the Florida Democratic Party supports attempts by
officials at all levels to put more emphasis on
intervention, prevention, and educational efforts to
prevent crime at the earliest stage possible, guided by
the fact that the most efficient use of criminal justicr
resources is in the deterrence and punishment ot
juvenile offenders; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party strongly supports increased efforts
by state and local law enforcement agencies in the
interdiction and confiscation of illegal substances and
increased law enforcement in drug infested areas,
with due regard for the rights of law-abiding citizens;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party advocates the enforcement of laws
against violence in the home, and efforts to ensure
accountability of batterers and provide services to
victims of domestic violence throughout Florida; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party recognizes that victims should
have full and compete access to all levels of criminal
justice proceedings, should have a right to be heard,
and should be compensated for their losses;

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party firmly supports efforts to ensure
that law enforcement agencies and the criminal
justice system receive the resources and necessary
law enforcement personnel they need to secure and
protect these basic rights for our citizens.

ENVIRONMENT
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party has a
strong, enduring commitment to conservation and
environmental protection;
WHEREAS, President Bill Clinton and Vice
President Al Gore have demonstrated a profound
commitment to protecting the environment through
policies, legislation, and budget; and
WHEREAS, the Republican-controlled Congress
has taken drastic measures to rescind the Clean
Water Act and to dilute other environmental
protection laws; and
WHEREAS, Florida's citizens are entitled to a
healthful, natural environment; and
WHEREAS, population growth is strammg
Florida's natural resources and depleting its available
water supplies, thereby posing a potential danger to
our major aquifers
due to
groundwater
contamination; and
WHEREAS,
global
warming presents
an
exiraordinary challenge to Florida, its basic
economy, and its quality of life due to the growing
threat of rising sea levels, more powerful and
numerous hurricanes, increased year round
temperatures, and altered rainfall patterns; and
WHEREAS, oil and gas exploration and
development off Florida's coast will devastate the
State's environment and will destroy sensitive marine
and coastal resources;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that
the Florida Democratic Party affirms its commitment
to environmental conservation and the protection of
our State's natural resources; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports vigorously Federal, State,
and local programs which enhance air and water
quality, including the Clean Air and Clean Water
Acts; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the development of a
comprehensive water policy which manages ground
and surface water for long-term goals as an
integrated system, recognizing economic and human
needs, and those of a healthy ecosystem; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports Governor Lawton Chiles
and Lt. Governor Buddy MacKay in their fight to
protect Florida's natural coastal areas, wetlands,
lakes and rivers, and the preservation of the State's
prime agricultural lands; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party advocates the use of those growth
management measures that support responsible and
sustainable land use planning while encouraging
economic development and ecotourism; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports continued funding for the
purchase of environmentally sensitive lands through
such programs as Preservation 2000, and supports
restoration and management efforts through
programs such as the Surface Water Improvement
Management Act (SWIM); and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party advocates scientifically-sound
plans and funding for safe handling, transport, and
disposal of hazardous and toxic waste, and opposes
industrial pollution which leads to the devastation of
natural resources; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports efforts to solve the
problems associated with solid waste collection and
disposal, and supports community recycling efforts
and development of informational programs to
inform Floridians of alternatives to direct
contributions to the waste stream; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party supports the preservation of
habitats necessary to protect our endangered species;
and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party joins President Clinton and Vice
President Gore in support of a comprehensive
national energy policy that addresses fuel efficient
automobiles, energy efficiency and conservation, and
the development of renewable technologies; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the Florida
Democratic Party supports Governor Chiles and Lt.
Governor MacKay in their efforts to restore the
Ocklawaha River Basin to its natural, pristine
beauty; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic party commits to a permanently
sustainable environment for present and future
generations of Floridians.

HUMAN AND CIVIL RIGHTS
WHEREAS, this is the 50th anniversary of the
declaration of the Four Freedoms by the United
States under the leadership of Democratic President
Franklin Roosevelt: and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party has a
strong tradition of advocating and furthering progress
in the areas of civil and human rights; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party reaffirms
its belief that the most essential human and civil
rights are embodied in the Four Freedoms: Freedom
from Fear, Freedom from Want, Freedom of Speech,
and Freedom of Worship; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party is proud
of and intends to maintain, the accomplishments of
the Clinton and Chiles administrations in such areas
as the Family and Medical Leave Act, the Childhood
Immunization Initiative, the repeal of the "Gag
Rule," the passage of the Freedom of Access to
Clinic Entrances Act, the Violence Against Women
Act, the granting of security clearances without
regard to sexual orientation, and the passage of the
Florida Civil Rights Act; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party supports
the passage of an Equal Rights Amendment; and
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party deplores
the unrelenting efforts of the Republican-controlled
Congress to erode and diminish these and other
aspects of human and civil rights;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that
the Florida Democratic Party reaffirms its
unshakable belief that all persons are entitled to
equal opportunity in all aspects of their lives without
regard to race, religion, color, national origin, ethnic
origin, age sex, sexual orientation, handicap 01
disability; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida
Democratic Party encourages and supports the
passage, maintenance and vigorous enforcement of
laws which secure the Four Freedoms; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as part of
Freedom from Fear, the Florida Democratic Party
supports and encourages:
•
The right of all women to a safe, legal abortion
without physical or verbal threats or harrassment;
and
•
The right of all people to effective protection
from domestic violence and abuse; and

•
The right of all children to a safe and nurturing
environment, free from domestic violence and abuse
and unwanted sexual overtures; and the imposition of
strict criminal liability upon adults engaging in
sexual relations with minors outside of marriage; and
•
The right of all our children to be educated in a
safe and healthy environment, free from fear of
violent attack by schoolmates or outsiders; and
•
The right of all people to security within their
communities, free from fear of malicious hate crimes;
and the enforcement of the Hate Crimes Laws; and
•
The right of our elderly to the maintenance and
vigorous enforcement of laws regulating conditions
in retirement homes and health care facilities for the
aged;and
•
The right of all workers to a safe workplace,
and the maintenance and vigorous enforcement of all
laws and regulations designed to keep the workplace
safe; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as part of
Freedom from Want, the Florida Democratic Party
supports and encourages:
•
The right of all persons to equal employment
opportunities without regard to quota, race, religion,
color, national origin, ethnic origin, age, sex, sexual
orientation, handicap or disability; and
•
The right of all persons to equal pay for equal
work; and
•
The right of all persons - especially our
children - to equal access to quality health care,
regardless of their financial status; and
•
The right of all minor children to the support of
their parents, and the enforcement of child support
laws; and
•
The right of all women to a safe, legal abortion
without regard to their financial status; and
•
The right of our elderly to maintain existing
health care systems without increasing costs to them
or decreasing the quality of care; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as a part of
Freedom of Speech, the Florida Democratic Party
supports and encourages:
•
The right of all men, women, and children of
access to comprehensive, realistic education about
sexuality and family planning; and
•
The right of all medical and health care
professionals to counsel their patients on matters of
birth control and abortion, without regard to their
patients' financial or employment status; and
•
The right of all groups to freely and openly
advocate the passage of laws to protect them from
discrimination; and
•
The right of all of our citizens from all
segments of our society to meaningfully and
effectively participate in the governing of our state
and our country through vigorous recruitment,
training and campaign support of qualified
candidates by our Party; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that, as part of
Freedom of Worship, the Florida Democratic Party
supports and encourages:
•
The right of all parents to provide religious
instruction to their children without government
interference, or to send their children to religious
schools as they choose; and
•
The right of our children to an educational
environment which does not contradict or demean
their religious beliefs; and
•
The right of our children to an educational
environment in which the religious beliefs of one
group are not favored, encouraged, or espoused over
others; and
•
The right of our children to an educational
environment in which all religious beliefs are
accorded the same respect and tolerance; and
•
The right of all persons to live their lives
without having the religious beliefs or practices of

others forced upon them by operation of law or
regulation.
IN
CONSIDERATION
OF
THE
AFORMENTIONED "FOUR FREEDOMS,"
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT:
•
The Florida Democratic Party denounces the
Republican Party for its deplorable political tactics
which exploit people's fears and pit citizen against
citizen; and
•
The Florida Democratic Party envisions a
society of equal opportunity for all, a society without
categories save that of personal merit; and a society
in which the Four Freedoms flourish; and
•
The Florida Democratic Party pledges itself to
the support and enforcement of laws which will help
to achieve this vision.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
WHEREAS, the Florida Democratic Party believes
that economic growth and development should bP
among the highest state and national priorities, and
the promotion of this growth involves encouragement
of economic diversification
through development of new industries, expansion of
existing industry and support for state and national
tax incentives to foster investment in research ~d
development and to encourage repatriation of
American jobs; and
WHEREAS, Florida's international trade is a $50
billion annual economic force in the state, and
international trade, commerce, investment and
banking are essential to Florida's continued
economic growth and vitality, and it is important to
continue to expand opportunities for ihtemational
trade by encouraging global market incentives,
aggressively pursuing international markets, and
encouraging a balanced global market; and
WHEREAS, the State of Florida needs to greater
utilize our geographic advantage and numerous
ports, airports, and other transportation facilities to
take advantage of international trade opportunities;
and
WHEREAS, the creation and expansion of small
business is responsible for the majority of new jobs
created and the small business sector is central to the
prosperity and growth of Florida's economy; and
WHEREAS, Florida has well developed agriculture
and service industries, the State of Florida needs to
create more and better employment opportunities in
high technology enterprises, clean industries
including tourism, service industries, and solar
technologies, light manufacturing, information
technologies, and sustainable development; and
WHEREAS, the conversion of military and defense
technology to a civilian application must remain a
priority; and
WHEREAS,
Florida's health care industry
contributes $48 billion annually to Florida's
economy; and
WHEREAS, the workplace in the 21st century will
be radically different from our current commercial
framework requiring the expansion and ready
availability of training for employable work-skills
and as well as apprenticeship opportunities; and
WHEREAS, IO percent of our adult residents have
less than an 9th grade education and, of those
residents, 33 percent have less than a 5th grade
education and lack basic literacy skills to be trained
for new or better jobs; and
WHEREAS, the number of Floridians earning at or
less than the national median income level has
increased as the minimum wage has declined in real
value; and
WHEREAS, the Republican-controlled Congress
has encouraged the lifting of long-standing
regulations that protect workers' pension plans; and

WHEREAS, upwards of 80% of Florida's residents live in urban areas, necessitating the enhancement of
incentives to encourage the revitaliziation of these important social and economic centers; and
WHEREAS, it is essential to the continued economic growth and vital and vibrant communities to encourage
and support the empowerment, revitalization and redevelopment of strong neighborhoods and economically
distressed commercial areas; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party recognizes that we, as
Floridians, deserve decent and compassionate economic policies to enhance the quality oflife for all our people;
particularly the development ofjobs that provide a liveable wage; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party recognizes the critical role of the private
sector in Florida's economy and and encourages the expansion of Florida's small business community through
partnerships among business, labor, and government to promote entrepreneurship among all the residents of
Florida; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party supports the aggressive promotion and
marketing of the state's products and services in the world's marketplace - particularly Central and South
America, the Caribbean, and Mexico - which will also contribute to the national goal of balancing trade; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party condemns the actions of the Republicancontrolled Congress that could have a tremendous negative fiscal impact on the health care industry in the State
of Florida and on Florida's economy as a whole; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party supports all efforts on both the state and
national levels to ensure that private and public pensions are fully funded, protected, and fully paid, and that the
federal government should continue to be the insurer of last resort, just as it was for depositors in the savings
and loan catastrophe; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party urges pension managers, businesses and
industries that do business within the State of Florida to fully fund, protect, and pay pensions without breaking
long-standing bonds of trust between employer and employee; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party supports creative programs that encourage
reinvestment in urban infrastructure - including affordable housing and transportation - and create an economic
environment that encourages the expansion of existing businesses and the relocation of new and expanded
business; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party urges partnerships which target people
who have demonstrated the potential for gainful, challenging employment at the entry level but because of
education deficits are unable to pass employment entry thresholds; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party supports programs that reduce adult
illiteracy and resulting unemployement and underemployment; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party encourages the Legislature to establish an
equitable tax policy so that everyone contributes a fair share to our state and local infrastructure needs; and
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Florida Democratic Party supports an aggressive partnership between
government, private business, education and labor, and encourages efforts to create and ensure a healthy and
prosperous economic environment for all the working women and men of Florida.
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